94	LIFE OF LORD OXFORD AND ASQUITH
1894-1895 he ever made. Chamberlain had drawn an historical parallel between
Age 41-42 tte ^bourne Ministry which left office in 1841 and the present
Government. Each, he said, resorted, when in desperate straits, to
a new proposal—an attack on the Corn Laws in the first case, an
attack on the House of Lords in the second. Asquith began by
neatly turning the parallel against him. He pointed out that the
Corn Laws survived Lord Melbourne's attack by exactly five years.
" We now know the estimate which my right hon, friend is prepared
to give of the probable duration of the present constitution of the
House of Lords." Mr. Chamberlain was now asking the Government
to shelve measures such as Welsh Disestablishment in order to
debate a constitutional issue*—that of the House of Lords. In 1887
he had been bitterly complaining that the Liberal Party would not
shelve a constitutional issue (Home Rule) in order to deal with
Welsh Disestablishment. As far back as 1885 he had pronounced it
the most urgent of domestic reforms. What had happened in the
interval to make it less pressing ? Having regard to Mr. Chamber-
lain's past utterances about the House of Lords on the one hand,
and the Government's measures on the other, it might have been
hoped that instead of criticising the Government for introducing
these measures, he would criticise the House of Lords for rejecting
them, or better still, get his Liberal Unionist friends in the Upper
Chamber to facilitate their passage. To Mr. Chamberlain's im-
prudent description of " filling up the cup " as " the latest electoral
device," he answered as follows:
" I am not going to indulge in a wealth of quotation, I will content
myself with citing a single passage from the speech delivered by him—
and it is most pertinent to the question now before the House—in
Denbighshire, before the General Election of 1885. These were the
memorable words he used; ' I have no spite against the House of Lords,
but as a Dissenter I have an account to settle with them, and I promise
you I will not forget the reckoning, I share your hopes and aspirations,
and I resent the insults, injuries, and the injustice from which you have
suffered so long at the hands of a privileged Assembly!' I ask the particular
attention of the House to the words which follow; ' But the cup is
nearly full.' Yes, Sir, filling the cup, the right hon. geptJtfman told m
to-night, was the latest electoral device. It is at least ten years old, and
the credit for the introduction into our political vocabulary of fiBos most
useful and picturesque simile ought, I think, to be claimed by its true
and original author. ' Yes/ he went on, ' the cup is nearly full. The
* career of high-handed wrong is coming to an end. We have been too
long a peer-ridden nation.' Now, Sir, I should be glad to know, and tjie
House would be glad to know—and if the discussion could be confined
within reasonable limits I am not sure that we ought not to allow facilities

